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Alterations under way for the SYZ & CO hydrofoil
catamaran

Geneva, 27 May 2009 — Since her maiden flight at the beginning of April, the
SYZ & CO hydrofoil catamaran went through an intensive training campaign that
has permitted to validate her capacity to fly and has demonstrated the boat’s huge
speed potential. At the end of this first test phase, the project team has identified,
together with the architects and engineers, several possible alterations to improve
her performance and has decided to take the boat out of the water in order to
optimize it in time for the record season.

For nearly two months, the team of the SYZ & CO hydrofoil catamaran has multiplied the
trial runs in different weather conditions and has accumulated massive amounts of data with
the onboard recorders. This initial phase has allowed to measure the stress imposed on the
different parts and above all to validate the foil concept. Not only does the boat react very
soundly when flying, but the team has managed to achieve some bursts of speed which
demonstrate her capacity to beat the different speed records on Lake Geneva. Another
reason of satisfaction: all the foil-tuning and mast-tilting hydraulic systems function to
perfection.

The analysis of all the gathered data and the surveys performed by the architects and
engineers have also pinpointed several modifications that could increase the boat’s
performance, particularly in Archimedean mode with light winds. Moreover, the stress
sustained by the structure turned out to be less important than expected, allowing for
further weight reductions.

As wind conditions during the summer months tend to be fairly light and therefore not
favorable to pure speed, the team has preferred to implement these alterations
immediately. The boat has thus been taken out of the water yesterday and brought back to
the shipyard in order to quickly start working on the changes and optimize her performance
in view of the record season at the end of the summer.

Besides maximum speed, these evolutions will make the hydrofoil catamaran fully
competitive in light wind regattas.

«Naturally we are disappointed not to take part in this year’s Bol d’Or Mirabaud on board the
SYZ & CO hydrofoil catamaran, but this was an eventuality for which we were prepared,
given the complexity of the project » explains Alex Schneiter. « We had to start work as
soon as possible in order to launch our quest for new speed records by the end of the
summer.»
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Note to editors

About the SYZ & CO hydrofoil catamaran

Ricardo Payro
Banque SYZ & CO S.A.

Tel. : +41 (0) 22 819 98 05
E-Mail: ricardo.payro@syzbank.ch

Concept : Patrick Firmenich, Jean Pfau, Jean Psarofaghis, Alex Schneiter

Architects: VPLP (Van Peteghem — Lauriot Prévost)

Engineering/Structure/Composite Clemens Dransfeld and the Polymer Engineering Institute of the Haute Ecole
Materials : Universitaire of Northwest Switzerland

Hydrodynamics Giorgio Provinciali ; Michel Kermarec

Construction : Chantier Psaros a Vésenaz (Genéve) and ZR Concept in Echandens (Vaud)
Hulls : Carbone/Nomex

Mast : Very high module carbon tilting wing mast

Voiles : 3Di / 3DL / North Sails (Switzerland)

LWL : 9.8 m (32 foot)

LOA : 11.80 m

Mast length 15.40 m

Air draught : 16.50 m

Sail area (close haul): 85 m2

Sail area (running) : 150 m2

www.syzfoiler.com

About SYZ & CO

Founded in 1996 by Eric Syz, Alfredo Piacentini and Paolo Luban, Geneva-based banking group SYZ & CO has
established itself as a respected financial firm thanks to its original concept and years of strong results. SYZ & CO
focuses exclusively on asset management, with more than CHF 20 billion under management and 370 staff.

Headquartered in Geneva, the Group also has offices in Zurich, Lugano, Locarno, London, Luxembourg, Vienna,

Milan, Rome, Nassau and Hong Kong.

Its activities are based on three complementary cornerstones:

. High-end private banking with Banque SYZ & CO SA

. High-performance investment funds with OYSTER, the Luxembourg SICAV

° High-quality alternative investments with 3A SA (Alternative Asset Advisors), one of Europe’s leading hedge

fund management specialists

n w University of Applied Sciences Northwestern Switzerland

School of Engineering

The Institute of Polymer Engineering of the University of Applied Sciences of Northwestern Switzerland focuses its
research on new engineering processes and techniques for the structures of high-end composite materials. Its
involvement in this project underlines its determination to develop the use of composites for sustainable

development.
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